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Allonby Parish Council

	Minutes of the meeting held on 26th July 2022

	Attendance
Councillors: Karen Yarney (KY) Jamie Hanley (JH), Pam Jones (PJ), Alan Jones (AJ) Clerk: Susan Anderson (SA) 2 members of the public
	Action/ Decision

	1.  Apologies: Guy Browes, Nikki Wingfield 
	

	2.  Declarations of Interest: None 
	

	3.  Minutes: Agreed
	

	4. Public Question Time: 
	

	5. Progress reports for information
	

	a. Clerk –
Speeding -No information has been received from the SID that was in the village. 

Operation London Bridge - Rev. Mary Day has agreed that in the event of the death of our monarch the book of condolence could be placed in the church.

Toilet block – The toilets have been misused several times recently with the wrong materials flushed and have been blocked on more than one occasion. Thanks to Cllrs Hanley and Jones for helping to sort out some very unpleasant issues recently.  A member of the public had complained that the disabled toilets were inaccessible in the evening and it was agreed that we should investigate putting a RADAR lock on the disabled access toilet door.  There is no further news about the disputed water bill.  The multiple problems with the Gents were discussed. Cllr Jones and SA (Clerk) had met and reorganised the storage area and things are now much more accessible

Car park – It was suggested that a speed bump would help maintain the carpark cars have been noticed driving quickly and dislodging the stones
	Simon Ringrose to find the cost of a RADAR lock.

Clerk to find out who did the refurbishment of the toilets and contact them about the issues

	b. Emergency planning – A mobile phone has been purchased to aid communication in the event of an emergency.
	

	c. Sellafield Beach Particle Monitoring Cllr Jones attended a virtual meeting and was pleased to report that the situation was reassuring and there was no increased risk.  The particles will continue to be monitored, possibly every couple of years.  The parish council are on the mailing list for updates
	

	6. Playground Simon Ringrose kindly attended the meeting to explain the council the problems and issues with the playground.  Some of the equipment is twenty years old and there has been a lack of preventative maintenance over the years and many of the pieces of equipment are looking tired and getting towards the end of their lifespan. 
There is an issue with older children and adults using equipment that is designed for younger children, this is causing excess wear and tear on the equipment, further shortening the lifespan of the equipment.

It was also advised that we need signage saying what age the equipment is designed for. A sign saying use is at the risk of the participant.

We need a risk assessment for each piece of equipment and a checklist to be filled in when the playground checks take place.

The fencing around the playground is beginning to fail in places and also needs replacing.
	Seek funding opportunities for replacement of equipment and fencing.
Investigate the cost of replacement equipment. 

Clerk to send reminder of visit from a playground designer from Playdale

	7. Qigong   Cllr Wingfield has requested permission from Allerdale to hold Qigong classes on the green behind the reading rooms.
	No objections

	8. Costa Coffee Van The mobile Costa Coffee van has been appearing in various places around the village.  The clerk has been in contact with the franchise holder asking if they have the correct permissions and licences to trade there. No reply had been received
	Monitor – contact Allerdale if situation continues

	9. School signage The headteacher David Owens has expressed an interest in putting up further signage to advertise the presence of the school.  This is a decision for Allerdale but the Parish Council has no objections
	No objections

	10.District and County Councillors reports

None received It was noted that there has been no attendance of correspondence from and of the district or county councillors for some months.  The councillors expressed dismay at the lack of support. Our new unity authority Cllr Thurlowe has been contacted inviting to attend a meeting but has not responded
	

	11. Planning AppFUL2022/0144/ Replacement windows for the tea rooms
	No objections

	12. Finance. 

Payments approved amounting to £1926.04

Clerk advised that she was having trouble finding an internal auditor to sign off the accounts for sending to PKF Litteljohn.
	

	13. Correspondence for Information


	

	14. Councillors’ reports and items for future agenda:
Thanks given to Cllr Jones and members of the public for sterling work clearing out the Himalayan balsam from the beck.
	

	Date of next meeting: 20th September 2022 7.30pm
	

	Meeting closed: 20.47
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